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Freedom Depends on Snoops 

U.S. Intelligence Community Must Keep Us Aware of the Dangers Around Us 


BY STANSFIELD TURNER 

A terrorist organisation plans to kidnap an 
American businessman-, a Soviet delegation 
change* its negotiating goals-, a ship carrying 
ill'gal narcotics enters U.S. coastal waters. 
Element* of a LeCarre novel? No. Real life? 
Yes. Worth knowing? Thai's up to you. 

The American intelligence community ha* 
been the eyes and ears of the United States 
overseas for over 30 years. Simple rationale: It 
is tx-iter to ki ow whai is happening around us 
ihan to be surprised. While originally a reac- 
tion to Pearl Harbor that rationale is even 
more relevant today. Military parity, economic 
interdependence and political activism are 
today's realities. Freedom, sometimes survi- 
val, depends on awareness. Governments, no 
less than individuals, can do a better }Ob if 
they can anticipate problems and are able to 
plan ahead. This is neither illegal nor sinister. 
All nations work hard at being belter in- 
formed. Unfortunately, in recent year? this 
has become harder for us and easier for our 
competitors. 

Adm S tan t field Turner it the director cf the 
; Central Intelligence Agency. 

I — — 

The United State-; is an open society. 

' Foreigners can move freely and unnoticed in 
our midst. The quantities of published infer- 
mauon about everything that we do exceeds 
any individual's capacity to a boom it. The 
KGB's job is easy 

The CIA's job— collecting Information about 
other countries as well as intemaUoaal activi- 
ties— is a little more difficult. Ten-aria is and 
drug traffickers do not advertise. Many coun- 
tries whose actions affect us directly are 
closed There is no opportunity to learn about 
them openly Travel is prohibited, their press 
is controlled, their governments function In 
: secret, and foreign initiatives are often taken 
. without explanation Surprise is a routine 
! strategy. 


LD TURNER ! Although we are at a disadvantage in this oeacon-makers can know what other coun- 
quest for information, none of us would trade tries actually plan rather than guessing what : 

on plans to kidnap an this openness for the short-term advantages they might be planning? The decision Is really < 

: a Soviet delegation of unnecessary secrecy Nonetheless, if we arc up to the American citizen. But, if your an- 

goals-. a ship carrying to function successfully in a world where swer to any of those questions is yes, then 

U.S. coastal waters, rlosed societies compete with us economically. some individual or group, call it the CIA or i 

novel? No. Reat life? jiohtically and militarily, where our well-be- call it whatever you will, must go dig out the 

lat's up to you. -,ng is in some measure dependent on their ac- information. 

jence community ha* ttons and our ability to anticipate them, we too Ant! -intelligence protagonists will claim 
of the United Staten must preserve some secrets lest we lose all ipte rftrir-that, while these examples may 

rs. Simple rationale: It leverage. seem reasonable, the intelligence community, 

s happening around ua ! The intelligence community in particular Is and the CIA in particular, a involved also in 

nile onginaily a reac- out of business unless it can ensure a large skulduggery of a lees savory nature. As proof, 

hat rationale is even degree of confidentiality in what it does. The a litany of past abuses-aome actual, many 

lilary parity, economic Russian who passes his delegation’s change in imagined— ia recited. 

are negotiating strategy to us, the agent who can There is no question that intelligence capa- 
om, sometimes sum- become a member of a terrorist organization billlies were misused in the past, albeit very 

'aTdo* a ^uer^b n ,f ^ W mfon71Cd of (U P lan »- ."frequently. There is also no question tlw. 

biem 3 and ai-e abk m ,/ , "TC ag '" aes lhat 1 wor 1 k " tlh the abuses that did occur were thoroughly in- 
ter illegal nor sinister JuiV? !k tcr *!^ ° nal t™,? veatigated by the Church committee, the 

at being better in- traff,ck,n S none will take the obvious risks If Rockefeller commission and others, and do not 

in recent vear« this cannot guarantee their anonymity. With continue to exist. Anyone who is more than 

us and easier for our ^ c ^ orl under way today to un- superficially informed on Intelligence matters, 

cover American Intelligence officers and acli- and who ia willing to be honest, knows that 

■ - vtties— inthe real or feigned belief that this the CIA is operating more openly and is under 

control, to&r Uiw « <ny time in ,u - 

*y ods is in danger. history. 

I* the threat to America of terrorism and And - whl!e secnf y remains indispensable to 

is an open society, lawlessness real? Is there a danger that the serious intelligence work, the several new 

eely and unnoticed in United States could in time loae Its position of oversight bodies, acting as surrogates for the 

es of published Inver- leadership in the world and maybe some f? cntral public, are not denied anv mformauon 

g that we do exceeds of iu free choice? u worthwht | e ^ that they need to ensure that what the CIA 

ty to abooro it, fhe p^e hard-to-get information so that th * s . ,s J» t, | lc ? 4j and P rt f r Thr pxccutlve 

— and legislative branches share this response 

ling information about blllty through the personal involvement of the i 

is interna tjoml activi- President and the Vice President, the National 1 

fficult. Ten- 0 ri 8 ifl and Security Council, the new Intelligence Over- ‘ 

idvertise. Many conn- sight Board and the two new, in the past two 

[feet us directly are years. Select Committees on Intelligence in 

irtunity to learn about the House and Senate, 

prohibited, their press Secrecy, while it can be used to hide mi*- 1 

emmenta function in deeds and mistakes, can also enable us to learn 

aUves are often taken , more about those who couJd harm us, deny 

iurprise is a routine them the advantage of surprise, and ensure 

that our decisions are based on fact rather i 
than surmise. In itself, secrecy is neither good 
nor bad. moral nor immoral. In the new; 
oversight bodies we have a responsive, well- ' 
conceived mechanism capable for perhaps the 
first time of controlling government secrecy 
and secret activities adequately 1 suggest that 
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